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DANIEL   - The 70 Week Prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27— 
     
DN-22 Supplemental  - Link Between Daniel 8 & 9 

 

Daniel 9:24-27  
 

Mark 1:15 – The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 

Gal 4:4 – When the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, made under 

the law. 

We need to recognize that the 70 Week Prophecy also explained why Christ Jesus would come:  

He came to fulfill His Father’s covenant with His people. He would die to put an end to sin and 

would bring in everlasting righteousness. 

Even His resurrection was implied in the prophecy, for after making an end of sin He would 

“anoint a most holy place”. (More on this in our final segment) 

 

Link Between Daniel 8 and Daniel 9 

 

➢ We are to keep in mind that Dan 9 keeps in mind Dan 8:14—Daniel 8 & 9 form a unit. 

➢ When Gabriel appeared, Daniel recognized that he was the same person  “whom I had 

  seen in the vision at the first.”  --Dan 9:21. 

➢ Gabriel’s opening sentence was, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you wisdom 

  and understanding.”  --vs.22 

After paying Daniel the compliment of calling him a man “greatly beloved,” Gabriel 

added, “therefore consider the word and understand the vision.” 
 

Gabriel had been commissioned to “make this man understand the vision”. He had, 

within that chapter, explained everything except verse 14, with its references to the 

cleansing of the sanctuary and to the 2300 evening-and mornings. It was this later time 

element that perplexed Daniel. So Gabriel began his explanation with a statement about 

time.  

“Seventy weeks of years are decreed…” 
 

These 490 years were to be “cut” or amputated” from the longer period of 2300 years. 

 

Aspects for our consideration of the 70 Week Prophecy:  (vs. 25-27) 

▪ The seventy weeks segmented into three unequal segments consisting of 

- 7 weeks (49 years) 

- 62 weeks (434 yrs) 

- 1 week (7 years) 
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▪ The three decrees we’ve looked at which began the prophecy with the third one, 

were all preserved by Ezra the scribe.  The third decree was superior to the first two, 

for it commissioned Ezra to appoint magistrates and judges with full political and 

religious authority to try cases under both Jewish and Persian law and to impose 

capital punishment.  Said Artaxerxes, who gave this third decree: 
“You, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God which is in your hand, appoint magistrates and 

judges who may judge all the people in the province beyond the river, all such as know the laws of 

your God; and those who do not know them, you shall teach. Whoever will not obey the law of your 

God and the law of the king, let judgment be strictly executed upon him, whether for death or for 

banishment or for confiscation of his goods or for imprisonment.  –Ezra 7:25,26 

 

 Gabriel’s reference to the three documents by the singular word “decree” indicates the 

unity of the decrees.  It also calls attention to the third one, without which the first two 

were incomplete.  
 

 This third decree—the decree of the seventh year of Artaxerxes—we gave Jerusalem its 

legal rebirth.  It was this reestablishing Jewish law as a basis of local government, which 

made possible the restoration of Jerusalem as a capital. It was this third decree that 

Gabriel had in mind when he spoke of a decree to “restore and build Jerusalem.” 
 

 Ezra implemented the decree at some time after his arrival in Palestine in the fifth month of 

the seventh year of Artaxerxes fell in the late summer or early autumn of 457 B.C.  
  

Daniel’s Deeply Spiritual Prayer 
  

 In view of Daniel’s deeply spiritual prayer, he had reason to anticipate a deeply spiritual 

answer.  He was not disappointed.  As we shall see, Gabriel’s response in Dan 9:24-27 

went far beyond anything Daniel had requested. Keep in mind this prophecy was given 

to help explain Daniel 8:14, which stated that at the end of the 2300 days the sanctuary 

would be “restored to its rightful state,”—Justified, Cleansed, Vindicated.  
 

Daniel 9:24—A Work of Art 
 There is a precision with which verse 24 has been crafted.  It is subdivided into two 

parallel groups, one consisting of the two-word units and the other of three-word units. 

Further, between the two groups is a remarkable wordplay, or serious pun. 
 

  Two-word Units  Three-word Units  
 

  Seventy weeks of years are decreed [cut off] concerning 

  your people  your holy city 

  to—  to— 

  A  finish transgression B introduce everlasting righteousness 

  A’ sealǂ sins B’ sealǂ vision, prophecy 

  A’’ pardon iniquity^ B’’ anoint holy sanctuary 

 
 ǂ Wordplay, or serious pun. (“To seal sins” is a literal translation of the Hebrew words translated “to make an 

end of sins” 

 ^ “Pardon Iniquity” is a paraphrase for “atone for iniquity.” 
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 As we look at the verse again now, we are struck by the relationships that exist 

among the various lines.  For instance, the B lines answer to the A lines either by 

“contrast” or by “completion.”  The purpose of the seventy weeks is shown as A to 

finish transgression and B to begin everlasting righteousness; A’ to seal sins and B’ to 

seal the vision and the prophecy; A” to atone for iniquity and B” to anoint the holy 

sanctuary. 
 

 We also notice a “synonymous parallel” relationship among the A lines and among 

the B lines.  The three parallel clauses in the A section form a single repeated 

statement. They say that all kinds of sins (transgression, sin, and iniquity—see 

Leviticus 16:21) are to be finished and sealed off by means of the atonement.  
  

 WHY IMPORTANT? 
 

 It is important to learn about the literary structure of Daniel 9:24-27, since there will 

be those we may be confronted with that teach futurism—cutting off the last week 

of this prophecy, applying it to the antichrist at the end of time.  

 

 This parallelism disproves that you can’t divorce this prophecy as the evangelical 

world has done.  The fulfillment of the prophecy in “the midst of the week”, the 70th 

week is two-fold. Jesus Christ fulfilled what these attributes convey in a legal sense. 

However, to make it practical, the nation of Israel was given 3.5 more years of 

probationary time, to see if they would receive their Messiah and the implications of 

this prophecy or reject Him and seal their doom as a nation rejected by God.  

 

 The question for us today is, will we learn from the past errors of Israel and be part 

of that overcoming ‘generation’ who will stand on the sea of glass one day, with our 

Bridegroom or join Israel in rejecting the victory Christ came to accomplish for all? 

 

Lastly, The sealing up of the vision and prophecy and what we will discuss next week “anointing 

the most holy”, extends to the heavenly sanctuary and the tamid (priestly ministry)  which Jesus 

performs there, as the book of Hebrews so skillfully reveals!   

Christ’s heavenly ministry, along with His death on the cross, is essential to the “everlasting 

righteousness” of verse 24. It is the heavenly temple, Jesus purifies with blood. (Hebrews 9:11-

26).  Notice Heb. 9:26, where it speaks of Jesus as having “put away sin by the sacrifice of 

Himself.” This statement corresponds obviously to the A part of Daniel 9:24, “to finish the 

transgression, to make an end of sins, and to atone for iniquity.” Hebrews 5:9 corresponds to that 

promise of God in Daniel 9:24 that the Messiah would “bring in everlasting righteousness.”  

 

 

  

 


